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may work themselves without much difficulty, where
their hearts are by no means truly or deeply interested.
Every tolerable actor can attest the truth of this
remark. These high degrees of the passions bad
men may experience, good men may want. They
may be affected; they may be genuine : but whether
genuine or affected, they form not the true standard
by which the real nature or strength of the religious
affections is to be determined. To ascertain these
points, we must examine whether they appear to be
grounded in knowledge, to have their root in strong
and just conceptions of the great and manifold ex-
cellencies of their object, or to be ignorant, unmean-
ing, or vague; whether they are natural and easy, or
constrained and forced; wakeful, and apt to fix on
their great objects, and delighting in the exercises
of prayer, and praise, and religious contemplation,
which may be called their proper nutriment; or
voluntarily omitting suitable occasions of receiving
it, looking forward to such opportunities with little
expectation, looking back on them with little com-
placency, and being disappointed of them with little
regret; we must observe whether these religions
affections are merely occasional visitants, or the
abiding inmates of the soul; whether they have got
the mastery over the vicious passions and propen-
sities, with which, in their origin, and nature, and
tendency, they are at open variance ; or whether, if
the victory be not yet complete, the war is at least
constant, and the breach irreconcilable: whether they
moderate and regulate all the inferior appetites and
desires which are culpable only in their excess, thus
striving to reign in the bosom with a settled, undis-
puted predominance. And we must examine whether,
above all, they manifest themselves by prompting to
the active discharge of the duties of life, the personal,
the domestic, the professional, the social, and civil